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AMUSEMENTS THIS AFTERNOON ANO EVENIN6.
FIFTH AVENUE TIIKATRK, Twentf-fourth atreet. .

Tub mew 1>ka.ua or Divorce.

WALLACE'S THEATRK, Broadway an 1 13th atreet. JohnGarth.

NIRLG'S GARDEN, Broadway, between Prince andHouaton streets. -Brack Crook. Manure at 1.

BOWERY THEATRE. Bower*.RkiuaniihnrRiniii.
Waifs of New Yoke.
ST. JAMES' THEATRE, Twenty-eighth atreet anil Broadwar..Monaijul
OLYMPIC THEATRE, Hroadwar THE BALLET PANtomimeor Humi'iY Lumity. Matinee at 2.

AIMER'S OPERA BOUFFE, 72U Uroadvray.-OPEnAof Babue Bleue.

BOOTH'S THEATRE, Twenty-third at., corner Sixth ar. .JlILItJH Oacsa a.

GRAND OPERA HOUSE, corner of Stb ar and 23u at..No 1'UOBOOOHFAHF.

MRS. P. B. CONWAY'S BROOKLYN THEATRE.Comeikehami Faroes.
«'STADT THEATRE, Noa. 46 and 47 Bowery. .The Of Kita

of L'Akkioainb.

THEATRE COMIQUE. 614 Broadway COMt Vnnti,
ibaitt, NEGRO A«ia. sc..White Crook. Matinee at tide.
t'NION SQUARE THEATRE. Fourteenth at. and BroadwayNforo Aots.Buulebuce, Ballet, Ao. Matinee.

PTF.INWAY HALL, Fourteenth street..Grand Conokut.
TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE. No. 201 Bowery..Negro Eooenteioitieb, Burlesques, At).

BRYANT'S NEW OPERA HOI/SB, 23d at, between 8th
and 7th era..Buy a.nt's Minstrels.

SAN FRANCISCO MINSTREL HALL, 585 BroadwayTub san t it a no t boo Minstrels.

ST. PETER'S HALL, Woal Twentieth street..Mrs.
Jarley'h Wax Works.
Nirtv vrtuir nui.Mij -> .

the Rir.u, AcuoiiATb.W Mutiuoe at 2>i.
NEW YORK MI'SEUM OF ANATOMY, 618 BroadwayBoibnok ami Aut.

LEATITT ART ROOMB, No. 817 Broadway.-Exnini-*VION OF I'AIMTINQH.

DR. KAHN'S ANATOMICAL. MUSEUM, 745 Broadway. SoiknukAMU AUT.
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It Is Settled.The disagreement between

Speaker Blaine and Senator Morrill, of Maine.
AH quiet on the Kennebec.

Mr. Scmnbr's Supplementary CrviL Rights
Amendment docB not properly belong to a

general amnesty. His bill belongs to the
usual order of bills passed by a majority of
each House and approved by the President.
Amnesty, in reference to the rebel political
disabilities, requires a vote of two-thirds of
each House, and is then perfect, without the
President's approval. Mr. Sumner's amendmentto the Amnesty bill should be rejected as

Clearly out of order.

President Titifrs Muzzling the French
i*be89..A despatch from Paris says that «he

public sale of the newspapers Qauloia and Constitutionhas been prohibited by the Minister
of the Interior. What is the matter now?
What does the Minister of the Interior mean !
President Thiers' arbitrary measures toward
the press is not calculated to strengthen his
rule, and may work evil. The imperial governmentalways acted with considerable cautionin this regard. The muzzling of the press
Is always accompanied with danger, and more

so In France at the present moment than any
other European nation which practises such a

course.

mvr yokk
The PrmMtatlil Hiicceesloii.General Qrmot

and Hi* Difllcaltiea.

While the State elections of 1871 distinctly
foreshadow the renominalion and re-election
of General Grant to the Presidency in 1872,
the increasing difficulties of his administration,
at home and abroad, promise, at least, a very
interesting and exciting Presidential contest.
In General Grant's present position there is
much to reraiud us of the party feuds and
hostile factions which cropped out against
General Jackson and against Abraham Lincoln
as candidates for a second term. Jackson, in
1832, was confronted by the national'republicanparty of that day. which subsequently
took the name ot the whig party; and by the
absurd anti-Masonic party (in the organization
oi wnicn, over what was pretended to be the
dead body of a recanting Mason, named
Morgan, Tburlow Weed, of this State, was a

very active agent); and by the South Carolina
nulliflers, under the lead of Calhoun, who had
quarrelled with and broken off from Jackson.
Thus there were, in 1832, four parties in the
field; but they could not shake the popularity
of Jackson, as was shown in the electoral vote
which came out.For Jackson (democrat),
219; for Clay (national republican), 49; for
Wirt (anti-Mason), 7; for Floyd (the Calhoun
vote of South Carolina), 11. Nevertheless,
after the election it was stoutly contended
that it those opposition elements could have
been united upon a single ticket they might
have defeated Jackson, looking at his slender
popular majorities in many of the States; but
as these discordant hostile factions could not
be combined they frittered their strength away
in their divisions.

In the case of Lincoln, as in the case of
Jackson, there was a powerful opposition to
his re-election among what we may call the
political aristocracy of the country, including
the aristocracy of his own party. The homely
manners and backwoods simplicity of the
honest rail-splitter, like the rough, frontier
training and plain directness of purpose
which characterized Jackson, were offensive
to the political aristocracy of all parties ; and
we find the same objections from the same

high and mighty classes applied to the plain
and unpretending General Grant. And yet
we have seen, from the time of General Jacksondown to this dav. that the irrcat body of
the American people are apt to prefer a Presidentfrom their own ranks to the grandest and
loftiest political giant. Hence, while such
great statesmen as Clay, Webster and Calhoun,with all their efforts, failed to reach
the White House, such men, from the ranks
of the people, as Jackson, Harrison, Taylor,
Polk, Pierce, Lincola and Grant, have been
triumphantly elected. The very objections,
therefore, that are pleaded most earnestly
against General Grant, touching bis common

habits and manners of life, and ways of
thought and action, and his ignorance of
books and precedents, and of refined statesmanshipand diplomacy, are really his strongestrecommendations with the masses of the
people, because he is of them and for them,
and because they sympathize with him as their
representative against those pretentious politicalnabobs who affect to look down upon the
unlettered masses with pity or contempt.

In this view of the subject, therefore, that
which his adversaries represent as the special
weakness of General Grant is the secret of his
strength; for here he stands to the people in
the same light as Jackson, Harrison, Taylor
and Lincoln, and that is as a man from t he
body of the people and with no pretensions to
stand above them. Bot when we come to the
spoils and plunder we And that the difficulties
of the President as a candidate for re-election
have increased since the time of Jackson with
bis patronage. In every appointment of any
consequence from five to five hundred men

are disappointed, and some bolters in each
case are the consequence. So, resulting, in
the first place, more or less from a division of
the spoils, Virginia, Georgia, Tennessee,
Texas and Missouri have been lost to the administration; and from the legislative squabble
which threatens a general riot in New Orleans,Louisiana, too, may be counted as lost.
Next, our Custom House quarrel, Fenton
against Conkling, resulting in the present
Custom House investigation, may cause the
loss of New York to General Grant, although
recovered to him, according to Mr. Greeley,
by a shrewd employment of the spoils of the
Custom House last fall.

In addition to the States lost by the administrationthrough factious quarrels over the
spoils, Sumner threatens a break in Massachusetts,Fenton and Greeley and their followersthreaten all sorts of troubles at

Albany, Cox and his clique are bent upon
mischief in Ohio, and Trumbull in Illinois,
while Carl Scburz is operating everywhere
for his new departure with a new party. At
the same time the two democratic Senators
on our Custom House Investigating Committee,Messrs. Bayard and Casserly, are

working like beavers to make np a case of
corruption which will neutralize the awfbl disclosuresof Tammany Hall through the
length and breadth of the land, and with some

prospect of success. One would think, too,
with all the opposition elements and floating

pointed out, that if the
democrats in Congress, or a Democratic Convention,can bring them into a harmonious
coalition, General Grant will have a sharp
and doubtful battle before him; but bere
again, In the difficulties to this opposition
alliance, lies the safety of Grant.

But avain. on the Suanish-Cnhan
on the Mexican question, on the Russian Cata
cazy question, there are difficulties suggested
to the administration which may result to the
advantage or the opposition ; but in regard to
Spain and Cuba and in regard to Mexico
there also are opportunities offered to General
Grant which, if properly seized upon, may
clear the track of all obstructions to bis reielection and carry him in by acclamation.
The best thing that can be done with the
Catacazy imbroglio.a very foolish thing.is to
settle it as quietly as possible; but the oppor'lunity for a great and popular linn of action
in a settlement with Spain and in behalf of
law, order, trade and enterprise in Mexico,
should not be thrown away. The failure of
the administration to meet the just expectaitions of the country upon these questions may
possibly give a "new departure" to the bewildereddemocracy which will astonish all
parties in its political consequences,
The Reoublioan Presidential Convention

HERALD, WKDNK»SDAY,
meets in Philadelphia oa the 5th of June,
from which it ia understood that the present
session of Congress will close before that day.
Prom present appearances the prospect in the
interval of any substantial relief to tbo
country in the lessening of our heavy load of
national taxations, internal and external, is
very gloomy. The sectional and factious
divisions in Congress upon the tariff and the
income and other internal revenue taxes are

apparently irreconcuanie upon any general
bill of relief; and so it is most likely
tbat the hopes of the |>eople in this seBsionof Congress will be disappointed. If so,
General Grant, as the Presidential candidate
of the responsible party in power, and every
republican candidate for the next Congress,
will have to share in the responsibility to the
country in the State elections and in the nationalelection of next autumn, from the Atlanticto the FaciAc coast. Here, then, General
Grant may have another batch of difficulties to
meet in the coming campaign, in all sections
of the country, which will serionsly embarrass
him, provided always there is anything like
unity or co-operation among the opposition
forces.
General Grant will be the republican candidatefor the Presidential succession. His

overshadowing personal claims, availability
and popularity will give him the nomination
against all comers and all combinations. The
democratic leaders and organs generally confessthat he is too strong for their party as it
stands, and that, without considerable reinforcementsfrom the republican camp, it will
be useless to fight against Grant's re-election.
Bnt still the chances are tbat, as in 18.12,
these discordant opposition elements will remaindivided; or that, as in 18G4, the administrationbolters will creep back again to the
administration camp, and so give Goneral Grant
an easy victory. Considering the many difficultieswhich confront him, and the mutinous
leaders, cliques and factions of his party, he
might be defeated by a coalition of all the bostileforces; but ab such a coalition appears impossiblebis re-election seems as plain and easy
as that of Jackson or Lincoln.

rr..M i M .... rni. ~ k.!
XUB UKKUK OKlUAnim AUA1N. 1UO Milpandahave again made their appearance in

Greece, under the leadership of their old chief,
Spanos. This notorious robber recently ap
peared at the head of a band of seven followers,at his old haunts near Oropos. His
relatives dwelt in this place until after the
murders at Delissi, when they suddenly took
their departure to other scenes. A short time
since a party of thirty riflemen of the Grecian
army came upon Spacos and bis gang, and
strange to say that, although they were within
fltty paces of the despo radoes when they fired
upon them, none of the wretches were hurt,
and the whole party escaped. The efficiency,
honesty or capacity of the government rifle
party is not much to be commended if this is
a fair sample of the usual way they discharge
their duty to the State.

Russian Reports of Interest to

Alexis..A Herald special telegram from
St. Petersburg, which reached us yesterday by
way of London, informs us that a rumor

prevailed in the Russian capital to the effect
that the Grand Duke Alexis bad married a

Russian lady since his arrival in America. We
are told, also, that the Czar, his father, has been
opposed to the idea of the union, and imagined
that the "attachment which existed between
me iriana lhiks auu me may nau ueeu uruneu

off." This news is really Interesting.a lady
in the case, and Love laughing at a frowning
father and braving, it may be, a ukase. His
Imperial Highness Alexis has been a favorite
with the fair ones of America since the
moment he landed; but if this Love-triumph
rumor turn out to be correct he will be
idolized."so gallaut in love and so dauntless".awayout there on the Plains and everywhereelse.

Tn e First Party in tiie Field with its
Presidential ticket officially will bo the nationalprohibition or temperance party, for
their nationul nominating convention meets at
Columbus, Ohio, on the 22d of February.
About the same time, however, the national
labor reformers meet in the same place, and
they may put up a Presidential ticket. The
woman's rights women will wait to see what
course tbe anti-Grant republican party takes
before they move ou the subject. By August
next we shall probably have four or live Presidentialtickets and parties before the people.
Prince Frederick Charles at St. Petkiwritro..Previousto the departure of Prince

Frederick Charles and the distinguished men

who accompanied him to Russia from the
Muscovite capital a large deputation of tbe
German residents there waited on them and
tendered their congratulations. The delegationdesired to do honor to the heroes of the
recent war. The members were graciously
received, and the kindly 'sympathy they
evinced for the Fatherland the Red Prince
considered as the keystone of the RussianGermanfeeling during the progress of the
late war.

Governor 1'arker delivered his inaugural
address to the New Jersey Legislature jesterday.

It is democratic to the core, and filled
with sound and practical suggestions regardingthe welfare of the State. In case GovernorParker should becomo the democratic
candidate for the Presidency this inaugura!
will furnish an abundance of good matter foi
an electioneering campaign.

The Frknoti Agitation against the governmentproject for the imposition of a direel
tax on raw material to be used in manufacture,is extending all over the country. It
will eventually evolve the most serious questior
which the French government will have t<

answer.free trade or continued protection ?

A People Wno Oronr To Be IIappt.Th<
people of Florida, with their plentiful suppiie
of game and flsh, their flowers blooming it
the open air in January, and with a State deb
of less than a million of dollars.

Mr. Judo's Jury Bill is a just and propei
measure and ought to "take effect immediate
ly." Why, then, the amendment postponini
its operation for six months? We should lik
to know.
"All Quiet on the Potomao," and like

wise in and around our City Hatl. With tw
I Mayors on band how could it be otherwise ?

JANUARY IT, 1872..TRIP
Congreaa Yesterday.A Free Debate la
the lloaee.The Tariff, Civil Hervice

and American Mliipbuildiag.
The House of Representatives has oertainly

a most remarkable talent for Retting up extemporediscussions on every variety of subjectaud on the least oertinent text. It
manifested that talent yesterday in a conspicuousdegree: first, apropos of a bill appropriatingten thousand dollars for the support
of surf men on the life saving stations of New
Jersey. The irrepressible funny man of the
democracy, Mr. Cox, managed to get up a

comedietta between himself and the solemn
Dawes, of Massachusetts, the burden of which
was that the republican party was getting
credit before the country for all the popular
and humane measures, if any such there be, that
pass the House, while the democratic party,
which really deserves all the credit, gets none

of it. One of the measures specially
referred to was the General Amnesty bill
passed by the House on Monday last, Mr.
Cox claiming that that was a democratic
measure, and reminding Mr. Dawes of the
compliment which he (Mr. Cox) had paid to
Mr. Dawes' proposition for an unconditional
and universal amnesty in characterizing it as

a Christian measure. To this Dawes replied,
with equal truth and wit, that that very
endorsement from such a source had caused
the rejection of the bill.

After the ourtain fell on this scene another
heavier act came upon the stage. The prologueto it was a bill fixing the Balary of the
Consul at Tieu-tsin, China. With this as a

text, remotely connected with the subject, a

debate sprung up and occupied most of the
day, embracing the questions of tariff, shipbuilding,civil service reform and the shamefullyinadequate compensation of United States
consuls in foreign countries. Mr. Brooks, of
New York, having but recently returned from
his Oriental trip, and being thus specially
posted on the subject of the Tien-tsin Consulate,assumed thef leading role, and, starting
off with a lament over the disappearance
of American built ships in Chinese
waters, gradually and naturally branched off
into the causes of the decay of American commerceand shipbuilding, which decay be imputed,as a matter of course, to the influence
of a high protective tariff. Mr. Kelley, of
Pennsylvania, could not sit silent and hear
anything said against the holiness of high
taxation, and accordingly he joined in and
attempted to refute Brooks. Then Mr. Shellabarger,of Ohio, who has recently been Ministerto Portugal, and may be supposed to be
cognizant of the miseries which ill-paid Americanofficials endure abroad, drew a most dolefulpicture of consuls and their wives and
children starving in third and fourth rate
garrets in European cities. This drew out
Mr. Dawes, who, in his capacity of Chancellor

iu. itu«
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Committee of Ways and Means, must
establish a character for economy, and who
saw in Mr. Shellabargcr's pitiful appeal to the
charitable an indirect assault upon the Treasury.According to him the great evil of our

civil service lay, not in the inadequacy of compensation,but in the want of discrimination
on the part of the appointing power. He
thought that if the Executive would only
establish the rule of refusing offices to all who
brought recommendations from members of
Congress It would go far to cure the evil.
In illustration of his position, that large compensationdid not secure good and faithful
services, he instanced the case of a travelling
agent who was sent out to China and
Japan to inspect consulates, and whose
claim for mileage entitled him to the
appellation of the "Great American Traveller,"and yet whose report to the Department
was not deemed worthy of being published.
Mr. Butler wound up the play by replying to
bis colleague's comments on civil service reform,and claimed that he and every other
Representative knew more about the men in
their respective districts who would make
good officials than any board of broken-down
schoolmasters could pretend to know.
The one thing proper and right which the

House did yesterday was the passage of a

bill allowing all contributions from abroad for
the relief of the sufferers by the Chicago
Are to be entered free of duty, and
allowing a drawback of duties on all
materials used in the repair or erectionof buildings on the ground burned
over. Strange to say, the latter provision,
which will result in the exclusive use of
foreign glass and such other materials as are

cheaper without duty than the domestic articles,met no opposition on the part of the high
protectionists. A somewhat similar propositionwas also before the Senate yesterday,
and was supported in a speech by Mr. Logan;
but the bill went over without final action.
The same fate befel a bill for the remission of
taxes on dividends, interest and undivided
profits, heretofore collected or assessed from
corporations, except such taxes as were levied
during the first seven months of 1870.
The House bill to repeal the duty on salt

and coal was reported in the Senate from the
Finance Committee, and after an ineffectual
etlort on tne pari 01 air. irumouii 10 Keep it

before the body for action it was recommitted.
The only other matter of interest In the Senate
was the introduction of a bill authorizing a

semi-monthly mail between San Francisco and
i China, instead of the monthly one now proIvided for. The same proposition, however,
r has been before both houses for the last two

or three sessions without favorable action.

Tub Legal Tkndeb Decision..The opinion
t of the Supremo Court of the United States,

delivered by Mr. Justice Strong on Mondaylast and published in yesterday's Herald,
i on the Legal Tender act, is very clear and satis)factory touching the powers of Cougress upon

the money question; and the decision that the

paper money of the United States is a legal
' tender in payment of debls contracted since
* the war and before the war, which necessitated
1 the passage of the act, is a good decision for
' the government and the country. It keeps

everything in order in our financial system,
r and enables us all to go steadily on without
.

fear of any general financial derangements,
g It is a good thing that Chief Justice Chase

Q upon this subject has been overruled.

Tub "Omo Law" takes the place of the
. famous "Maine Law" in the temperance
o nomenclature iu the West. It isthe"Punishthe-man-who-makes-the-man-drunk" law.

LB SHEET.
Tbe International Teleinph Conference mt I
Kome.Acblevenirnta and Progreae of DM> I

,ern Science* 1

The despatch which we published yesterday '

from Rome shows that the couveutioo adopted t

by the International Telegraph Congress has <

been signed and the delegates bad left. There t

was, however, a grand display in the city in >

honor of the Congress before tbe departure of 6

tbe members. The Coliseum was illuminated, '

and presented a magnificent spectacle. At a 1

given signal the whole of tbe majestic ruins 1

were instantly flooded with light. This was '

produced, undoubtedly, by the electric spark, <

and was, therefore, particularly appropriate to <

the occasion. The beautiful experiment was (
repeated, simultaneously with the firing of 1
rockets, producing different colors in the gal- '

leries, much to the delight and astonishment
of the assembled crowd. This was the crowningact of a most interesting event. The incidentspreviously reported to us by telegraph
from Rome were also eminently interesting
and suggestive.
The Conference concluded its deliberations

at the expiration of the dying year, and on the
advent of the new-born year of 1872 the
members were entertained by Mr. Cyrus W.
Field at a magnificent commemorative banquet.It was announced that the Conference
would reassemble at St. Petersburg in the
year 1875. On the following evening the
Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs also gave a

dinner to the delegates to the Conference.
The gentlemen who were present at the commemorativebanquet, we are told in our

special telegram, represented twenty-one
countries, six hundred millions of people and
twenty-six different languages, while the financialinterests of private telegraph companies
represented by the delegates amounted, in
francs, to three hundred millions. There is
an immense amount of meaning in that single
sentence. It suggests a theme which will
open up at once to the reader's mind the history
aP ilia nrliAlo human ra on f iin riaa a rwl Tall nf
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empires, the systems of civilization that have
existed at different times in various nation-
alities, and, in contrast with them, the wonderfulachievements of modern progress; and '

at the same time it will inspire the imaginationwith the amazing possibilities which the
future triumphs of Christian civilization will
attain with the universal communion of the
peoples.
An interesting item in the cable telegram was

the fact that the Conference met in Rome. It
is a curious coincidence that such an assemblage,representing the progressive spirit of
the nineteenth century, should have convened
in a city which so many centuries ago was

mistress of the world. Gazing at the ruins
of the temples of antiquity and the crumbling
monuments of long departed ages that surroundthem, the members of the Conference
could not fail to be impressed with the significanceof the facts that all the ages of despotism,such as had characterized the reign
of infamous Emperors like Caligula and Nero,
had forever passed away, and that in the redeemedcapital of a new and united Italy they
were enabled to confer together for the
further amelioration and happiness of humanity.Very early in the Christian era, when
the Roman empire was at the zenith of its
glory, It included all Italy, Spain, Gaul,
Britain, Dalmatia, Macedonia and Greece,
Asia, Syria, Phoenica and Palestine, Egypt,
Africa and the shores and islands of the
Mediterranean, and all its incorporated countriesand provinces, gained by conquest and
controlled by force, contained an estimated
population of one hundred and twenty millionsof inhabitants. Rome was then mistress
of the world. But now the world is changed.
Twenty-one different countries, six hundred
millions of people and twenty-six separate languages,we repeat, were represented at the
Conference which assembled the other day in
the centre of government of the ancient world.
The fact that we were enabled to chronicle the
event a few hours after the guests sat down in
the banquet hall is one of the marvels of mod-
ern science.
The improvements and discoveries in the

arts and sciences that have been made in
modern times, especially those that have been
made in recent years, have contributed to
work the wonderful changes that have been
wrought. Facilities for rapid transit by steam
on sea and land, instantaneous communication
between far distant points by telegraph, and
the general diffusion of information by means

of the printing press, have been the most

powerful agents employed in so quickly changingand improving the condition of the civilized
world. New lines of steamships, railroads
and telegraphs are constantly being established,and these important agencies are still
destined to penetrate regions not yet fully openedup to modern enterprise. The principal objectof the Conference in Rome was to point
out the necessity and adopt measures for securingthe speedy union of interests in behalf
of the cause of complete international telegraphiccommunication. It was apparent to
the delegates, as it is to us, that this desirable
result will be facilitated by the support of the
governments represented by the delegates to
the Conference. In order to this end a step
in the right direction is indicated in the news

we have from London, that already the idea has
been started of transferring the property of
ho Atlantic cable comDanies to the ioint con-

trol of the governments of Great Britain and
the United States, and that the proposition is
favorably received. The management of the
telegraph lines in Great Britain by the government,instead of by private companies, has producedthe most favorable results in reducing
the telegraph tolls and facilitating quick com'

mnnication. The same results will follow here
when our government assumes control of all
the telegraph lines in the United States.
We look forward with pleasure to the period

when there will be complete telegraphiccommunication between all the
nations of the earth. The electric wire
is the bond that will at no distant day, we

trust, bind the whole human race in the

blessed bonds of universal brotherhood. Electricity,assisted by the printing press and
aided by steam communication, is the subtleagency that will contribute most to

make ail mankind feel that they are

members of one common family. When

the city of Chicago was destroyed by
fire it flashed over etery section of the

United States and to distant oountries the

news of the sad calamity; and in turn it

cheered the hearts and inspired the hopes of

- * 1.^ . \
She destitute inhabitants by the messages or

lympathy and of coming assistance it con*

reyed from all quarters of the civilised world.
\nd while these messages were passing on

he wires railroad trains were rnshing on with
iccelerated speed bearing the promised aid to
he suffering and starving thousands assembled
n the suburbs of the stricken city. Soon
iteamships were crossing the Atlantic bringngthe contributions of the benevolent in
Europe. This is an illustration of but one of
,he ways in which these important agencies
ire the allies of Christianity. Means for tbo
liffusion of creneral information and of rapid
xaosit are distinguishing features of the progressof the nineteenth century, and in their
[>erfeotion and universal application they will
w the ministers of happiness to future generations.
rhe Brie Railroad la the State Legl»l»«
tare.Is There a Prospect of Reform t

There appears to be a desire on the part of
tome of our representatives at Albany to at;empta reform in one shape or another in tho
management of the Erie Railroad, although it
s very doubtful, from the general complexion
>f the Legislature, and especially from the
:baracter of Mr. Woodin's packed Railroad
Committee in the Senate, whether any legisationadverse to the interests of the present
lirection can be effected this session. Immediatelyon the organization of the two houses
dr. O'Brien introduced a bill in the Senate to
'epeal the law known as the Erie Classificaionact, which was notoriously bought through
he last Legislature; and now Mr. Strahan, of
;he Assembly, proposes to give to the Supervisorsof the several counties through which
;he road passes the power to select the persons
wrho shall alone be eligible as directors. Other
measures will no doubt make their appearance
in the scene In due season, as the object of
the existing Erie Railroad "Ring" will be to
so befog and mystify the Legislature and tha
people that the real issue involved may be
lost sight of in the multiplicity of conflicting
propositions.
Mr. Strahan's bill is regarded by some as

belonging to this category, while others insist
that it is a genuine measure of reform. Although,like the Classification act, of which it
is an amendment, it is applicable to the Central,Hudson River and Harlem roads, as

(veil as to the Erie, it may be considered with
reference to the latter corporation alone. The
Gould, Fisk, Tweed and Lane lobby combinationmade the Classification law general as a

matter of policy; yet it is well known that no
road except the Erie has acted under its provisions.Mr. Strahan's bill in its present shape
seems at least of questionable practicability.
Bach county on the line of the road is
empowered, through its Supervisors, to name
ine person only as eligible lor the office of
lireotor, and from the list thus nominated the
Board of Direction is to be chosen at the
«fAAlrKnM/n»a' annual olanfinn Hilt: nn Pflndi-

late Is to be selected by the Supervisors unlesshe be a resident of the county for which
be is named and a bona fide stockholder in the
road to the amount of at least ten thousand
dollars of the stock at par value. Probably la
three-fifths of the counties through which the
road passes no resident taxpayer thus qualified
oould be found, and the main apparent object
of the bill.the representation of the counties
on the line of the road on the Board of Direction.wouldthus be a mere sham. The principalobjection to the measure, however, lies
in the fact that it seeks to tinker up and save a

law unjust in its provisions and secured by
wholesale and scarcely disguised bribery and
corruption. It does not repeal the Classificationact; and, should it become a law, It would
leavo to the present Erie managers the full
term of power assured to them by a debauched
Legislature. It is on this account that Mr.
Strahan's bill is looked upon with suspicion,
and that its seemingly fair provisions for a

representation of the counties and for compellingthe transfer of stock to bona fide
owners are regarded only as the tempting bait
that conceals the deadly book. The honest
reformers at the State Capitol have learned to
fear the Greeks and the gifts they bear.
The proper thing for the reform Legislature

to do is to pass at once Senator O'Brien's
plain, straightforward bill, and to repeal the
rascally Classification act altogether; to blot
out from the statute book of the State a law
conceived in fraud and brought forth in corruption.The people demand this action at the
hands of a Senate and Assembly elected
in the service of reform. It cannot
be evaded without direct treachery to the
principles vindicated at the ballot box last
November; and Senator O'Brien has proved
his fidelity to the cause in which he then
fought so prominently and so well in promptly
inaugurating a measure of justice against the
most unscrupulous combination that ever de-
bauched a State Legislature ana plotted
against the rights and interests of the people.
Nothing less than a repeal of the Classification
act will satisfy the popular sentiment,
and this fact is well known to Senator
O'Brien, who is of the people and with
the people, and understands their wishos better
than all the Committees of Seventy and highly
respectable antiquarian reformers that could
be congregated in a month. The young
leader has a bard task before him, but he is
of a nature that does not shrink from labor or

quail before difficulties. The new policy of
the paid lobbyists of the Erie "Ring" is
shrewdly conceived, but it must not be
allowed to mislead any disinterested Representative.They now pretend to condemn the

appliances by which the Classification act was

originally secured and the special object for
which it was designed. It should not have
been passed, they say, by corruption, or for
the purpose of retaining power in the hands of

Gould, Fisk, Tweed and Lane; but now Fisk
is dead, the "Ring" is broken, the special
object of the law is at an end, and,
as a general principle, the act is a

good one and should not be repealed.
They seek to maintain this plea by the argumentthat if competent and honest railroad
managers are on a board of directors it is In
the interest of the stockholders and the publio
to keep them there, and they urge that the
Classification act, by only changing a small
proportion of the directors at each stockholders'annual election, insures the presencein the board of a majority
of experienced men. Plausible as this
arrangement may at first sight seem, it i*
the very essence of sophistry. If good an<i


